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Abstract

This article examines a rare bronze statue of Mahasadasiva featuring five faces and thirty arms,
currently preserved at the National Museum of Cambodia. In Shaiva Siddhanta philosophy,
Sadasiva represents the supreme form of Shiva, embodying the five cosmic activities: creation,
maintenance, destruction, concealment, and grace. While five-faced and ten-armed depictions
are more common in Khmer art, this thirty-armed form symbolises "The Multitude of Powers"
and the divine control over cosmic phenomena, as interpreted by scholars like T.A. Gopinatha
Rao and Stella Kramrisch. The statue’s iconography integrates sacred weapons and symbolic
objects divided into masculine protective energies (right arms) and feminine creative energies
(left arms). Stylistically blending Baphuon and Angkor Wat elements, this artifact underscores

the profound roots of Shaivism and the intricate theological knowledge present in ancient

Khmer civilisation.
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