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Abstract

This article examines the historical, architectural, and religious evolution of Prasat Phnom Veak
(also known as Phnom Devah) in Banteay Srei District, Siem Reap Province. Located 17
kilometres north-east of Angkor Thom, the temple offers key insights into the continuity of
Khmer heritage across multiple eras. Archaeological and artistic evidence, including a
Bakheng-style dvarapala statue and a sandstone lintel strongly suggests that the monument was
founded during the late 9 or early 10" century under King Yasovarman I, adhering to the
tradition of mountain-top temple construction.

The site underwent significant religious and structural modifications during the late Angkorian
and post-Angkorian periods (121" to 16" centuries), highlighted by a Bayon-style disciple statue
and post-Angkorian modifications. Of special note, the temple features rare, monumental
standing Buddha images carved directly into its brick and laterite walls. This distinct
iconographic feature reflects a major socio-religious transition from Hinduism to Theravada
Buddhism during the Middle Period. Ultimately, the study demonstrates that Prasat Phnom
Veak is a dynamic, living monument whose spiritual significance continues today as a
functioning Theravada Buddhist monastery.
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